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A 

LETTER,^. 

Reverekd  Sir! 

WHEN  you  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
offer  your  Services  to  the  good  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Birmingham ,  about  three  Years  fince, 
I  perus’d  your  Treatife  about  a  Rheuma- 
tifm;  and  as  feveral  things  therein  were 
afferted  direCtly  Contradictory  to  whatever 
I  had  either  heard,  or  read,  of  that  Dif- 
temper;  and  as  your  PraCtice  feem’d  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite  to  that  of  the  two 
worthy,  and  truly  learned  Gentlemen,  juft 
then  deceas’d ;  I  had  drawn  up  a  few  Quae- 
ries,  which  I  intended  to  ask  the  favour  of 
you  to  Anfwer,  for  my  own  Satisfaction, 
and  to  prevent  all  Difputes  that  might  pof- 
fibly  arife,  betwixt  you  and  me.  For  tho’ 
I  am  only  an  Apothecary,  I  am  refraCfory 
enough  to  refufe  making  up  any  Prefcrip- 
tion ,  that  I  have  ftrong  Reafons  to  believe 
would  prejudice  ray  Patient,  tho’  it  was 
wrote  by  a  Radcliffe ,  or  a  Boerhaave . 

However  when  I  confider’d,  that  you  ap¬ 
pear’d  amongft  us,  in  the  Character  of  a 
regular  Phyfician,  I  thought  it  might  ap¬ 
pear  fomewhat  Infolent  in  me  to  ask  Quef- 
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tions,  let  my  Defign  be  never  fo  good  ;  fo 
I  laid  by  the  Memorial  I  had  drawn  up,  be¬ 
lieving  it  Time  enough  to  Expoftulate, 
when  I  thought  any  of  my  Patients  in  Dan¬ 
ger. 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  mv  Modefty  at  that 
Time  fav’d  you  the  trouble  of  perufing  my 
Addrefs.  But  fince  then  forme  Accidents 
have  happen’d,  which  have  quite  alter’d 
my  Sentiments  upon  that  Subjeft.  For  in 
the  Northampton  Mercury  of  December  18. 
17  3  8,  I  obferv’d  the  following  Advertife- 
ment ,  viz. 

The  great  and  uncommon  Succefs ,  which  in 
various  Cafes  has  attended  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  Dr.  John  Chefhire’i  Reftorative 
Sty  pick  TinHure ,  when  other  Medicines 
have  proved  ineff'edt7ial ,  with  the  repeated 
Importunities  of  thoje  who  have  frequently 
experienc'd  its  Virtues ,  has  induc'd  him ,  for 
the  common  good  of  Mankind ,  to  make  it 
public k  in  this  Manner :  And  to  render  the 
Ufe  of  it  as  exte?five  as  poffible ,  it  will  be 
fold  at  the  Do  Hods  Ho  ufe  in  Leicefter  for 
7  s.  4  s.  8  d.  2  s.  4  d.  and  is.  2d.  per 
Bottle ,  with  Directions  for  its  internal  and 
external  Ufe  in  Cafes  to  which  this  Medi¬ 
cine  is  peculiarly  adapted. 

This  Mea  Heine  is  of  great  Efficacy  in  Lofs 
°f  Appetite  fron:  too  free  living,  Vomiting , 
even  to  that  of  Blood \  whether  occafwVd  by 
rupture  of  Eft] els  from  external  Injuries ,  or 

internal 


internal  Caufes ;  in  the  Gout  or  Rheumatifm 
in  the  Stomach ,  in  Faintnefs  or  Lownefs  of 
Spirits ',  in  Hypocondriack  or  Hyfterick  Con - 
ftitutions ;  LoofeneJJes  habitual,  or  acci¬ 
dental,  even  in  that  of  the  Small-pox , 
fels ,  or  any  Fever ,  or  z’//  the  Bloody  Flux ; 

\Bloody  or  Coffee-colour* d  Urine  ;  in  the 
Diabetes y  Ulcers  of  the  neck  of  the  Blad¬ 
dery  in  Confumptive  Cafes ,  or  tendency 
thereto ,  where  Afj'es  Milk  is  proper y  in  pa- 
ralytick  Tremblings ,  or  Trembling  from  too 
free  a  ufe  of  fpirituous  Liquors  y  <?//  />/*- 
moderate  Evacuations  of  the  Female  Sex , 
whether  in  the  Circumfiances  of  Lying-in, 
Mi f carriage,  or  other  wife y  zzz  orfreff 
Wounds y  bleeding  Biles ,  either  internal 
or  external ,  /;/  ^  courfe  of  Scarborough, 
Epfom,  Tunbridge,  Briftol,  Bath,  Buxton, 
Kedleftone,  Stenfield,  or  mofi  other  Engliff 
mineral  Waters ,  which ,  by  the  Affifiance  of 
this  Tincture,  maybe  drank  with  Succefs , 
fooner  in  the  Spring ,  and  later  in  Autumn 
Seafon.  IBs  alfo  of  great  Ufe  in  Weaknefs 
or  lofs  of  Appetite,  from  accute  or  chroni¬ 
cal  Di/tempers  or  decays  of  old  Age , 

N.  B.  Perfon  of  Credit  may  be  fup- 
ptyd  with  this  Tznffure  to  retail ,  with  pro¬ 
per  Allowa?ice.  It  keeps  its  Virtues  many 
Tears  and  in  all  Climates . 

This  I  took  at  firft  for  a  Banter,  and 
thought  that  fome  of  your  Enemies  had 
put  it  into  the  Mercury,  in  order  to  do  you 
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2L  Prejudice,  and  expefted  nothing  lefs  than 
an  Information  in  the  Kjng’s-Bench  againft 
the  Author,  or  Printer.  For  you  know 
Sir,  the  Contempt  that  the  greateft  Phyfi* 
cians  in  all  Ages  have  had  for  Pretenders 
to  Secrets,  and  univerfal  Remedies,  whom 
they  have  treated  as  Cheats  and  Impoftors ; 
and  fome  wife  Nations,  have  made  the  very 
attempt  to  impofe  upon  Mankind  in  this 
way  a  capital  Crime,  the  Punilhment  an¬ 
nex’d  to  it  being  no  lefs  than  Death ;  the 
fame  that  was  provided  for  Pretenders  to 
Witchcraft,  and  fuch  as  had  been  guilty  of 
the  blacked:  Treafons.  And  indeed  this 
way  of  proceeding  feems  very  juft;  becaufe 
by  the  ftrifteft  Rules  of  Morality,  he  that 
conceals  any  thing  from  the  Publick,  that 
may  poffibly  be  of  great  Service  to  the  Life 
or  Fortune  of  any  individual  Member  of 
the  Community,  is  guilty  of  a  fort  of  Trea- 
ihn  againft  the  Common-wealth.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  that  boafts  of  a  Secret  not 
worth  communicating,  and  of  noUfe  to  any 
one,  but  the  Perfon  that  Advertifes  it,  is 
manifeftly  guilty  of  picking  Pockets  at  leaft, 
or  fomething  very  like  it;  perhaps,  in  the 
eonfcquence,  of  Murder. 

This  was  the  way  of  Reafoning,  which 
made  me  entirely  disbelieve,  a  Gentleman, 
and  one  engag’d  in  Holy  Orders,  could 
be  concern’d  in  fo  low  and  mean  an  Adver- 
tifement.  However  conudering  the  Frail¬ 
ties 


ties  of  Human  Nature,  I  was  not  much  fur- 
priz’d  to  find  mylelf  miftaken. 

You  will  now,  Sir,  perceive,  that  two 
Caufes  dire£tly  contrary  to  each  other,  are 
capable  of  producing  the  very  fame  Effe£b 
There  was  a  time  when  my  Modefty  made 
me  filent  in  regard  to  you.  It  has  fince 
happen’d  (fuch  are  the  ftrange  Revolutions 
in  fublunary  Affairs)  that  my  Pride  has  o- 
perated  in  the  fame  manner,  and  prevented 
my  fending  you  my  Remarks  and  Queries. 
For  is  there  an  Apothecary  in  Great  Britain, 
that  would  not  think  it  a  difcredit  to  him 
to  enter  the  Lifts  with  the  Gentlewoman  at 
the  Blue-Pofts  in  Hay  don-yard  in  the  Mino- 
ries  ?  What  Apprentice  would  engage 
Dr.  Rocky  the  Dr.  at  the  Green-Door  in 
Holborny  or  the  Author  of  the  Anodyne- 
Necklace  ?  However  imprudent  an  attempt 
of  this  Nature  muft  appear  to  the  rational 
part  !of  Mankind,  you  will  perceive  Sir, 
that  my  Pride  has  at  laft  fubmitted  to  my 
Humanity.  I  fay  Humanity  becaufe  the 
time  of  the  Year  is  now  pretty  far  advanc¬ 
ed,  in  which  the  Valetudinary  are  to  ex- 
pe£t  the  Difeafes  of  the  Seafon,  jam  Quar- 
tanamy  jam  Rheumatifmum  exlyeBantihis 
agris  \  and  I  fhall  advife  no  Patients  of  mine, 
that  are  fo  unfortunate,  as  to  be  feiz’d  with 
an  acute  Rheumatifm,  to  purfue  the  me¬ 
thod  of  Cure  directed  in  your  Book,  till 
you  have  given  me  better  Reafons  to  think 
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it  would  not  be  fatal  to  them,  than  any  that 
have  hitherto  occur’d  to  me;  efpeciallyas 
at  this  Juncture,  his  Majefty  is  encreafing  his 
Forces  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  in  order  to 
purfue  the  War  againft  Spain  with  Vigour, 
and  therefore  the  Death  of  a  Man  muft  be 
more  a  publick  lofs,  than  in  time  of  Peace. 

As  I  have  mention’d  a  Green-door,  I  hope 
you  will  not  think  a  fmall  Digreffion  upon 
this  Subjeft  improper  in  this  place. 

You  muft  know  I  have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  Pains  to  find  out  the  Reafon,  why  Green 
and  Blue  are  the  colours  that  are  generally 
adapted  to  medicinal  Ufes.  If  an  Oculift 
was  to  paint  his  Door  Green,  there  would 
be  nothing  more  eafily  accounted  for,  be- 
caufe  ’tis  obferv’d,  that  this  Colour  of  all 
others  is  molt  agreeable  to  the  Eyes ;  and 
for  this  Reafon,  I  dont  doubt  but  Mr.  Higgs 
will  have  a  Green-door,  when  he  has  pub- 
lifh’d  his  Treadle  of  Optic’s,  and  is  made 
a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society ;  but  why  a 
green  Hatch,  blue  Pofts,  or  blue  Lamps, 
Ihould  render  a  Man  infallible  in  curing  the 
Venerial  Difeafe,  cleaning  of  Teeth,  prepar¬ 
ing  princely  Lotions,  or  reftorative  Tinc¬ 
tures,  is  what  I  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  find  out,  tho’  I  have  beenadno  fmall  Pains 
in  confulting  Arifiotle ,  and  Des  Cartes ,  up¬ 
on  the  Subject  of  Colours  in  order  to  in¬ 
form  myfelfi 
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I  fhall  finifh  this  Digreftion,  with  ob~ 
ferving,  that  a  Door  near  yours  in  the 
Square  is  very  unfortunately  painted  Green  ; 
you  muft  therefore  prevail  upon  the  Own¬ 
er  to  beftow  another  Colour,  upon  his  Door, 
or  elfe  you  muft  fet  up  blue,  or  green  Polls, 
or  Lamps,  and  be  at  the  Expence  ot  another* 
Advertifement,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Er¬ 
rors  that  undeligning  People  might  other- 
rtdle  innocently  fall  into ;  for  no  doubt  the 
Mafter  of  that  Houfe  would  knock  a  Man 
lown,  who  fhould  have  the  Impudence  to 
isk  him  for  a  Bottle  of  the  Restorative 
Fincture. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  my  Remarks,  and 
Juaeries,  having  firft  animadverted  upon 
rour  Advertifement  diftributed  laft  Week. 

You  there  lay  that  the  numerous  Adultera- 
ions  of  Medicines,  are  detrimental  to  the 
udgment  and  Abilities  of  Phyficians.  This 
mongft  Friends,  feems  to  me  downright 
Nlonfenfe.  5Tis  true  the  Adulterations  of 
Medicines  may  hinder  the  fuccefs  of  a  Pre- 
cription;  but  how  does  this  impair  the 
udgment,  or  leflen  the  Abilities  of  the  Pfay- 
ician?  Thofe  appear  to  me  incapable  of 
>eing  hurt  by  all  the  Adulterations,  the  vi- 
eft  of  the  Chymifts  are  capable  of.  But  I 
vill tell  you  how  the  Adulterations  of 
Medicines  may  become  detrimental  to  a 
plan’s  Morals.  Suppofe  a  Man  that  is  en- 
irely  unacquainted  with  Chymiftry,  and 

B  that 
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that  has  never  feen  a  Procefs  in  all  his  Life, 
or,  at  moft,  but  very  few,  fhould  endea* 
vour  to  impofeupon  the  Publick,  by  giving 
out,  that  he  will  inspect  the  Preparations 
of  Medicines,  which  are  to  be  offer’d  to  Sale, 
by  a  fet  of  People,  that  underftand  juft  as 
much  of  the  Matter  as  himfelf.  I  fay,  if 
fuch  a  Man  could  be  found,  whofe  Honefty 
wou’d  not  interfere  with  fuch  a  dirty  Task, 
and  whofe  Underftanding  would  not  repre- 
ient  to  him  how  far  he  is  made  a  Conveni¬ 
ence  to  a  fet  of  Xnfignificant  Fellows,  whofe 
greateft  Merit  is,  and  always  has  been,  a 
little  low  Artifice,  I  am  afraid  fuch  an  En- 
terprize  would  not  much  increafe  his  'moral 
Character,  nor  eftablilh  an  Opinion  of  his 
Wildom. 

’Tis  now  time  that  X  proceed  to  my  Re¬ 
marks,  which  I  fhall  confine  to  one  part  of 
your  Rook,  in  order  to  avoid  being  too  pro¬ 
lix.  Befides  it  would  be  a  very  dilagresable 
undertaking  to  -  read  your  Book  over  a  fe- 
cond  T.  ime,  much  more  to  tranfcribe  it, 
which  X  fhould  be  oblig’d  to  do,  was  I  to 
take  Notice  of  every  Palfage  worthy  Ani- 
madverfion.  The  part  I  mean  begins  at 
fage  67.  where  X  find  the  following  Words, 
viz, 

/  The  next  Species  of  Rheumatifm,  which 

is  attended  with  the  Co-incidence  of  a 

‘  Fever  upon  theDyfcrafy  of  theBlood which 
c  produces  it,  and  therefore  term’d  acute, 

‘  requires 
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requires  a  Treatment  peculiar  from  that 
which  Fve  already  laid  down.  Here,  in¬ 
deed,  is  a  Cafe  furrounded  with  many 
Difficulties,  great  danger  (the  Fever  be¬ 
ing  continual)  and  requires  a  Sagaciois 
Genius  to  obviate  the  impending  Fate; 
The  Fever  is  to  be  brought  to  a  Crifis, 
and  the  Dyfcrafy  of  the  Blood  to  be  cor¬ 
rected  at  the  fame  time ;  and  great  Care 
and  judgment  are  neceffary  to  fecure  the 
Nerves  from  the  Impreffion  and  Affauk 
of  thefe  formidable  (and  fometimes,  in¬ 
vincible)  Enemies.  Our  great  Mailer 
j Hippocrates  Aphor.  24.  Sed.  1.  fays  that 
in  acute  Difeafes ,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
Difeafes ,  Phyjick  muji  be  tis\ /,  but  with 
great  Circumfpeff ion.  I  muft  own,  I  pay 
a  great  Deference  to  the  ancient  Writers 
of  our  ProfeOion,  value  their  Perform¬ 
ances,  and  honour  their  Memories ;  but  am 
convinc’d  that  Delays,  even  in  Conformi¬ 
ty  to  the  Dodrine  of  this  Aphorifm,  are 
frequently  pernicious,  and  often  not  re¬ 
trievable.  Not  that  I  am  for  hurrying  on, 
and  loading  Nature  with  an  unreafonable 
weight  of  Medicines,  either  in  acute  or 
other  Calcs,  but  affording  herfuch  Affift- 
ance,  as  a  mature  and  well  grounded  judg¬ 
ment  can  fuggeft  that  file  "really  wants. 
The  C°fe  of  Difeafes  is  to  be  attempted 
in  their  infancy,  before  they  have  got  too 
deep  and  firm  Poffeffion  in  a  Confiitun- 
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on,  and  before  they  have  laid  Wafte  any 
of  the  vital  or  noble  Parts,  or  obtain’d  too 
great  an  Afcendency  over  the  declining 
Spirits,  and  languifhing  Strength. 

‘  I  ihall  confider  now  the  manner  of  treat¬ 
ing  an  acute  Rheumatifin,  attended  with 
a  continual  Fever,  and  wou’d  endeavour 
to  stop  the  Career  of  that  danger¬ 
ous  Diftemper,  in  the  fubfequent  Me¬ 
thod  :  but  ihall  firft  obferve,  that  fome- 
titnes,  under  thefe  deplorable  Circum- 
ftances  Deliriums,  Comas,  Convulfions, 
and  other  nervous  Symptoms  do  appear: 
and  then,  in  the  Management  of  this  Dif¬ 
temper,  Regard  is  to  be  had  to  fuch  ha¬ 
zardous  Attendants,  as  well  as  the  original 
Diiorder.  If  the  Rheumatick  Pains  are 
confin’d  to  one  Side,  or  any  particular  part 
of  the  Body,  I  wou’d  ad  vife  Bleeding  in  the 
oppofite  Arm,  viz.  Mitt  at  ur  fanguije  Vena 
Me  diana  ana  unci  as  duQdecem  fro  veribm 
frirno  mane . 

4  Every  third  Hour  let  the  following  Bo¬ 
lus  be  taken,  drinking  after  it  a  draught 
of  Sack-whey  hot,  with  50  or  60  of  the 
following  Drops. 

4  Contrayerva  Stone  a  Scruple.  Cinna¬ 
bar  of  Antimony  and  Englijh  Safforn  pow¬ 
der’d  each  eight  Grains.  Rujjia  C  a  ft  or 
three  Grains.  Salt  of  Amber,  two  Grains* 
Venice  Treacle  a  fufficient  quantity  tc 
make  a  Bolus 

«  Take 
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4  Take  Spirit  of  Salvolatiie  an  Ounce, 

{  Compound  Spirit  of  Lavender  half  an 
4  Ounce,  TinCture  of  Cajjuminair  two 

•  Drachms  and  an  half.  Sydenham's  Liquid 
c  Laudanum,  forty  Drops. 

*  Let  thefe  be  taken  in  the  abovefaid 
<  manner,  or  at  pleafure  in  cafe  of  Swooning, 
c  or  if  the  Sweat  decreafes. 

■  Thefe  Bolus’s  and  Drops  are  to  be  con- 
6  tinued  for  two  or  three  Days :  But  if  the 
4  Rheumatick  Pains  fhould  be  very  trouble- 
6  fome,  in  the  taking  of  thefe  Medicines 
4  to  check  the  Fever,  &c.  I  would  advife 

■  the  Application  of  Blifters,  and  the  Cup- 
4  ping-Glaffes,  with  Scarification  upon  or 
6  near  the  part,  which  may  be  of  Service, 

4  viz.  Let  a  bliftering  Plaifter  be  apply’d 
4  to  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  and  two  under 
4  the  Arm-pits,  at  Bed  time,  or  nearer  the 

•  Parts  affected. 

4  If  Reft  is  much  wanting,  the  following 
4  Draught  may  be  taken  at  nine  at  Night ; 

■  (for  I  fuppofe  the  Patient  keeps  in  Bed). 

4  Take  Milk-water  two  Ounces  and  a 

4  half,  Treacle- water  and  Aqua-mirabilis 
4  of  each  half  an  Ounce,  Sydenham's  Liquid 
4  Laudanum  fifteen  Drops,  Diaphoretick 
c  Antimony  a  Scruple,  Venice  Treacle  half 

•  a  Scruple,  Syrup  of  Diacodion  half  an 
4  Ounce,  mix  and  make  them  into  an  Hyp- 
f  notick  Draught, 

‘  If 
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4  If  neceffary  this  Draught  may  be  taken 
4  every  Night :  and  from  thefe  Medicines, 
4  in  fix  or  feven  Days,  very  probably,  the 
6  Secretions  may  be  alter’d,  and  Urine 
4  difcover  a  manifeft  tendency  to  a  re- 
4  gular  and  perfefik  Crifis ;  but  it  often 
4  happens  longer  before  this  happy  effeft 
4  appears. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  great  Care,  and 
Judgment,  are  necelfary  in  this  Cafe,  and 
that  it  is  attended  with  a  great  deal  of 
danger.  We  fnall  prefently  examine  the 
method  which  your  Sagacious  Genius 
has  found  out  to  Stop  the  Career  of 
this  dangerous  Difteraper.  But  I  will  firft 
make  an  Obfervation  upon  your  learned 
Quotation.  I  own  I  do  not  underftand 
one  Syllable  of  Greek,  having  loft  that 
little  I  learn’d  at  School,  by  a  long  Dif- 
ufe ;  but  as  I  underftand  Englifh,  I  thought 
Hippocrates  a  ftupid  old  Fool,  to  think  it 
worth  while  to  tell  us  that  Phyftck  muft 
be  us'd  in  Acute  Di/eafes ,  mid  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Difeafes ,  with  great  Civ  cum - 
(pettion.  As  if  Phyftck  was  lefs  proper  in 
the  beginning  of  a  Diftemper,  than  any 
other  Stage;  or  as  if  Phyftck  was  at  any 
time  to  be  us’d  without-  Circumfpeftion. 
However  as  I  thought  the  Stupidity  might 
poflibiy  be  your  own,  and  Hippocrates  in¬ 
nocent,  I  ask’d  a  Gentleman  of  my  Ac¬ 
quaintance  fomewhat  better  vers’d  in  thefe 

*  ■  '  '  Affairs, 
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Affairs,  than  myfelf,  what  was  the  true 
Meaning  of  this  Paflage  in  Hippocrates ; 
and  he  has  explain’d  it  in  a  way  that 
makes  me  think  it  very  far  from  being 
Nonfenfe.  For,  he  tells  me,  Hippocrates 
exprefsly  fays  in  the  Aphorifm  you  quote, 
that  we  jheuld  rarely  purge  in  Acute  Dif  - 
tempers ,  and  that  in  the  beginning ,  purg¬ 
ing  is  to  be  ufed  with  great  Caution.  Then, 
Sir,  faid  I,  how  comes  it  to  pals  that 
Phyficians  often  ufe  purging  Medicines  in 
:he  very  beginning  of  Fevers,  and  that 
with  great  Succefs.  Becaufe,  fays  he,  Phy- 
icians  are  now  acquainted  with  Rhubarb 1 
ind  many  other  Drugs,  that  purge  gently, 
without  caufing  violent  Efforts,  and  raifing 
ireat  Commotions  in  the  Blood;  where- 
is  the  Antients  only  made  ufe  of  Helle¬ 
bore,  and  fome  other  ftrong  purgers,  which 
yere  at  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  and  are 
lill  very  improper  in  the  Cafes  where  he 
las  forbid  their  Ufe. 

You  fee  the  Affair  is  now  quite  alter’d, 
ind  you  may  (till  preferve  your  deference 
or  the  Ancients  without  hazarding  your 
if  eputation.  Behold  what  a  Happinefs  it  is 
o  have  a  Sagacious  Genius!  How  filly 
t  is  to  judge  of  an  Author  from  trifling 
Quotations!  And  how  dangerous  it  may 
irove  to  teach  People  born  with  w'rong 
deads,  to  read  ! 


I  am 
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I  am  now  arriv’d  at  the  practical  Part; 
which  is  the  principal  fubjeft  of  my  Remarks, 

As  I  had  never  feen  the  quantity  of  V 
nice  Treacle  in  a  Medicine  left  undeter¬ 
min’d  by  any  Phyfician,  that  knew  what  it 
was  made  of,  I  had  the  Curiofity  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  Bolus  exafitly  after  your  Prefcription 
and  I  find  it  takes  up  a  Drachm,  at  leaft,  oj 
Venice  Treacle ,  of  a  moderate  confiftence 
I  have  fent  it  you,  that  you  may  fee  I  have 
not  put  in  more  than  what  is  juft  fufficient 
you  will  fee  alfo  that  it  is  near  as  big  a; 
a  Hand-granado,  and  I  am  afraid  it  would 
prove  not  lefs  Deftru£tive,  for  the  Reafons 
I  am  going  to  give,  viz.  Such  a  Bolus  as 
this  is  to  be  given  your  Patient  every  three 
Hours,  for  three  Days,  as  you  inform  us  in 
one  place,  and  in  the  very  next  page  you 
leem  to  fay,  they  fhould  be  taken  for  feven, 
Let  us  calculate  how  much  Opium  the  poor 
Patient  is  deftin’d  to  take  in  fuch  a  little 
Time.  There  is  one  Grain  of  Opium  in 
every  four  Scruples  of  Venice  Treacle.  A 
Bolus  every  three  Hours  with  a  Dram  ol 
Venice  Treacle  in  it,  is  an  Ounce  or  eight 
Drams  in  24  Hours,  that  is  24  Scruples 
which  gives  fix  Grains  of  Opium  ;  this  mul 
tiplied  by  three  gives  eighteen  ;  and  by  fe 
ven  forty-two;  infomuch  that  a  Patient  n  1 
your  method  is  to  take  in  three  Days  1! 
Grains  of  Opium,  in  feven  forty-two.  Bu 
for  fear  he  lhou’d  not  be  dos’d  fufficiently 


you  take  care  to  put  Laudanum  into  the 
Drops,  and  (which  I  tremble  to  mention)  a t 
Draught  every  Night,  if  necefTary,  wherein 
is  contain’d  fifteen  Drops  of  Laudanum,  half 
a  Scruple  of  Venice  Treacle,  and  half  an 
ounce  of  Diacodion.  And  after  this,  is  it 
necefTary  you  fhould  tell  us,  that  under  thefe 
deplorable  Circumftances,  Deliriums,  Co¬ 
mas,  Convulfions,  and  other  nervous  Symp¬ 
toms  do  appear  ?  As  if  there  was  a  Por¬ 
ter  in  Europe  ftrong  enough  to  bear  the 
Effeft  of  fuch  Dofes,  without  falling  into 
thefe  Symptoms,  tho’  he  was  to  take  them 
in  a  State  of  perfe£t  Health ;  much  lefs 
would  he  be  able  to  efcape  thefe  obvious 
Confequences  under  the  Circumftances  of 
a  Fever  attended  with  a  Rheumatifm, 
where  it  is  Difficult  fometimes  to  guard 
againft  ^Deliriums ,  Comas ,  by  the  moft 

approv’d  Methods,  fo  little  is  it  necefTary 
to  give  the  Patient  Medicines,  that  will 
in  this  Cafe  moft  certainly  caufe  them. 

I  hinted  to  you  before  that  the  two  PhyiL 
dans  who  for  fome  Years  praftic’d  in  this 
Town,  with  great  Succefs,  treated  their 
Patients  in  a  method  very  different  from 
that  you  recommend.  As  I  am  not  go¬ 
ing  to  teach  you  how  to  manage  your 
Patients,  it  would  be  unneceffary  to  tell 
you  the  particulars  of  their  Practice.  But 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  affure  you  that  I 
have  at  this  time  upon  my  File  Prefcrip- 

C  tions 
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tions  wrote  by  thofe  Gentlemen,  for  more 
than  thirty  Patients  that  labour’d  under 
the  Diftemper  you  mention ;  and  I  dont 
remember  that  any  one  of  thefe  dy’d,  that 
purfu’d  their  method  regularly;  lo  great  was 
their  Succefs.  Now  if  their  way  of  treat¬ 
ing  this  Diftemper  was  good,  yours  muft 
neceflarily  be  bad.  And  this  I  think  my 
felf  fo  well  affured  off,  that  if  in  treating 
ten  Patients  in  the  method  defcrib’d  in 
your  Book,  you  recover  two,  I  will  be 
oblig’d  to  make  you  any  Submiflion  you 
fhall  require. 

I  could  quote  you  a  hundred  Authorities, 
and  thofe  too  of  the  beft,  and  moft  ap¬ 
prov’d  Authors  which  may  ferve  to  prove 
your  method  deteftable,  provided  that 
which  they  recommend  is  good.  But  as 
this  would  fcarcely  be  worthwhile,  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  one  modern  Author 
of  great  Reputation,  I  mean  Boerhaave . 
This  Author  fays  as  follows,  viz.  A  Rheu - 
matifm  is  to  be  cur'd  by  Bleeding ;  by  re - 
peated  cooling  Purges ,  with  a  Narcotic  at 
Night  /if  ter  each ;  by  f  oft  tepid  Baths ,  and 
cooling  Fomentations ,  apply' d  to  the  Part 
affected)  by  Jlro?ig  Vejicatories  and  Cau¬ 
teries  ;  by  Medicines  extreamly  diluting ,  and 
at  the  fame  time  emollient .  And  he  ends 
his  Treatife  on  this  Subject  with  this  re¬ 
markable  Paffage;  hence  appears  the 

©ANGER  WHICH  ATTENDS  THE  USE  OF 

WARM 
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warm  Medicines,  and  a  too  early 
exhibition  of  Opiates.  He  means  that 
the  ufe  of  hot  Medicines,  and  Opiates  are 
very  likely  to  force  the  Rheumatifm  upon 
the  Lungs  or  Brain;  and  then  come  on 
the  Deliriums ,  Comas ,  c. .  which  I  find 
you  have  fo  frequently  met  with.  Such 
are  Boerhaave1  s  Sentiments  upon  a  Rheu¬ 
matifm;  whereas  you  dont  fo  much  as 
mention  cooling  Purges,  where  he  thinks 
them  moft  neceflary.  He  directs  an  Opi « 
ate  at  Night  after  every  Purge,  a  nlani- 
feft  proof  that  he  thought  them  pernici¬ 
ous  at  any  other  Time.  You  direct  ex- 
ceflive  quantities  of  Opiates  from  the  be¬ 
ginning.  He  prefcribes  cooling  Fomenta¬ 
tions;  yours  are  hot  and  inflaming.  He 
recommends  diluting  emollient  Medicines ; 
you  advife  Fire  and  Brimftone,  and  dilute 
with  Brandy,  for  Sack,  fuch  as  we  com¬ 
monly  buy,  has  moft  certainly  a  great  deal 
of  Brandy  in  it. 

As  my  Remarks  have  not  been  very 
long,  my  Queries  fhall  be  as  fhort,  for  I 
begin  to  be  tir’d  with  lo  difagreeable  a 
Subject. 

Firft  then,  what  has  tempted  you  to  fet 
up  your  own  Sagacious  Genius,  in  Op^ 
pofition  to  common  Senfe,  and  all  the  great- 
eft  Men  of  your  Profeflion;  in  all  A- 
ges?  "  , 

C  2  h 
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Is  it  not  fuperlatively  wicked,  to  re¬ 
commend  a  Method  of  Cure  fo  pernicious 
as  that  of  yours,  and  which  might  pof- 
fibly  be  fatal  to  Thoufands  yet  unborn, 
provided  your  Writings  could  long  efcape 
a  Jakes  ?  Tho’  the  prefent  Generation  has 
not  been  fo  favourable  to  you  as  your 
Sagacious  Genius  may  deferve,  methinks 
you  fhould  have  fome  Compaffion  upon 
Pofierity,  that  cannot  have  offended  you. 

Laftly  was  it  only  the  itch  of  Scrib¬ 
bling  that  tempted  you,  at  any  Rate,  to 
Print  ? 

I  hope  this  was  the  Cafe*,  and  if  fo, 
why  in  the  Name  of  Goodnefs,  would  you- 
not  rather  chufe  to  write  Verfes,  for  in 
Poetry  you  might  have  amus’d  yourfeli 
without  Guilt,  tho’ the  Productions  of  youti 
Sagacious  Genius  were  even  as  bad  as 
the  Poetical  Works  of  your  Friend  Mr, 
H}£d:0l*,  which,  execrable  as  they  are,  how,! 
ever  are  attended  with  no  ill  Confluen¬ 
ces  to  any  Body,  but  himfelf.  j 

I  own  lam  far  from  entring  into  the] 
Opinion  of  Meffieurst he  Criticks,  who  al  l 
endeavour  to  diifuade  People  born  wirh-i 
out  a  Genius,  from  making  Verfes.  Now* 
I  think  a  bad  Poet  would  probably  make 
as  bad  a  Figure  in  any  other  Situation  ! 
where  Senfe  is  required  to  keep  a  Mair 
from  being  contemptible.  And  really  verfi 
lying  is  the  moft  innocent  way  a  Man  carj 

ftumbki 
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ftumble  upon  to  render  himfelf  ridicu- 
lous. 

I  (hall  end  this  Epiftle  by  recommending 
to  you  an  Undertaking,  that  if  executed 
with  that  Spirit  and  Vigour,  with  which 
you  have  began  another,  will  in  all  Proba¬ 
bility  turn  out  the  moft  Profit  of  the  two. 
My  Advice  therefore  is,that  you  immediate¬ 
ly  fet  up  a  Stage  in  the  middle  of  the  Bull - 
ring ,  and  proceed  in  the  following  Manner. 
Let  Mr.  mount  at  half  an  hour  after 

One,  drefs’d  in  one  of  his  French  Suits ,  and 
he  will  make  an  incomparable  Jack-pudding. 
You  know  upon  thefe  Occafions  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  have  a  Perfon  on  purpofe  to  be  the 
Merry-Andrew* s  Butt,  and  to  Laugh  at 
his  Jokes.  Therefore  let  Mr.  with¬ 

out  fail  mount  with  him,  whofe  Excellence, 
if  he  has  any,  confifts  in  his  Laugh.  He 
would  alfo  make  a  very  good  Toad-Eater . 
j^uttal  would  make  a  tolerable  Figure  with 
a  Trumpet ,  after  a  little  Application  *,  and 
bettor  in  a  fhort  red  Jacket,  and  with  an 
artificial  Tail  would  make  an  excellent  Jack- 
a-napes ,  which  you  know  feldom  fails  to 
attraft  the  Eyes  of  the  Rabble.  But  if  this 
fhould  not  attain  the  defired  End,  viz .  of 
getting  a  Crowd  together,  let  pre¬ 

vail  with  fome  of  the  Ladie.s  of  his  Acquain¬ 
tance,  from  Mrs.  Bridgend s  or  Mrs.  Fur- 
mad s  to  come  upon  the  Stage  to  Tumble, 
and  fhew  Poftures,  and  your  bufinefs  is 
done.  Then 
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Then  at  half  an  hour  after  Two,  put  on 
a  pair  of  Whiskers,  command  Silence,  and 
harangue  the  Populace  with  the  Virtues  of 
your  Restorative  Styptic  Tincture. 

Then  fhall  the  People  cry  aloud,  in  the 
manner  of  the  Jews  fpeaking  of  the  Calves 
in  Bethel,  BEHOLD  TOUR  DOCTORS  0 
ISRAEL! 


POSTSCRIPT. 

I  really  thought  I  had  done  with  you, 
but  fince  I  tranfcrib’d  this  for  your  perufal, 
behold  another  Advertifement  arrives,  of  the 
fame  Leaven  as  the  former. 

Birmingham  'Nov.  8.  17  J9- 

•  .  •  .  •  -•  I 

Whereas  it  has  been  reported,  that  1  ac¬ 
cepted  of  an  Invitation  to  this  Town ,  pure¬ 
ly  for  the  Service  of  Mr .  Edward  Nuttal* 1 
and  Company  and  their  Patients ,  I  appre¬ 
hend  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  declare  that 
the  Report  is  falfe  and  malicious ;  and  that 
the  Poor  in  general  fhall  be  entitled  to  m) 
Advice  Gratis  on  all  Occafions ;  and  that  j 
fhall  readily  attend  all  Perfous ,  requiring 
my  AJJifiance ,  who  now  do,  or  here 
after  may  employ,  any  other  Apothecary 
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Town,  8cc.  in  fuel)  a  Manner  as  is 
tynfiftent  with  the  Character  of  a  Phyfician 
of  a  regular  Education,  and  the  Experience 
of  above  twenty  Tears  in  Practice. 

John  Cheihire; 


This  is  drawn  up  with  fo  much  Truth, 
Spirit,  and  Vivacity, 'and  the  Poor  are  lugg’d 
in  fo  prettily  by  the  Head  and  Shoulders, 
that  I  am  fure  no  Body,  but  your  Friend 
Mr.  Rector,  could  pen  it.  However,  be  it 
his,  or  be  it  yours,  ’tis  pity  fo  great  a  Ge¬ 
nius  fhould  go  unrewarded.  Methinks  the 
place  of  Secretary  to  an  itinerant  Rat-Catch¬ 
er  would  be  a  Poft  adequate  to  the  Ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  Author,  and  a  confiderable 
Preferment  too ;  for  I  think  they  generally 
Advertife  wherever  they  come,  and  are  lb 
kind  as  to  offer  their  Assistance  to  all 
ood  Houfewives  that  are  in  Pain  for  their 
heefe  and  Bacon . 

However,  to  be  ferious  for  one  moment, 
I  affure  you  that  I  never  knew  any  one  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  late  or  prefent  Phyficians  in 
Town,  or  Country  refufe  their  Advice  and 
Affiftance  to  poor  People,  or  Servants, 
Gratis ;  and  I  believe  every  Apothecary  in 
Town  can  fay  the  lame. 


For 
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,  For  my  own  part,  I  have  attended  manyi 
poor  Patients  with  every  one  of  them# 
where  they  have,  neither  expe&ed  a  Fee,* 
nor  I  to  be  paid  for  my  Medicines.  And 
this  is  a  thing  To  notorioufly  known  in 
Town,  that  ’tis  unnecefTary  to  infill  any 
ferther  upon  i<L  : 
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